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GLEAMING SPIRIT OF INNOVATION

The First Semester 2005-2006 had the privilege of
witnessing the fruition of certain pioneering
innovations and hence can rightly be called the
semester of innovative endeavors.

The semester welcomed students who were
admitted through an entirely new mode of
admission process namely admission through
BITSAT (BITS Admission Test) a unigue computer-
based online admission test conducted across the
length and breadth of the nation.

A new method of organizing the teaching and
evaluation of the courses added vigour to the
innovative endeavor. The number oftutorial sections
was increased in most of the courses in order to
provide extensive practice to the students and also
to pave way for more interaction between the faculty
and the students.

OASIS 2005 also confributed to the spirit of
innovation during the semester with its novel theme
Nix Periphera and its ingenious events.

The semester witnessed several seminars,
conferences, workshops and training programmes
disseminating and enriching knowledge among its
participants. In addition, the faculty members
published books in their areas of expertise.

Having already opened two campuses in Dubai and
Goa, BITS is now forging ahead to disseminate its
educational excellence by having unveiled its planto
open up another campus in Hyderabad.

ACADEMIA

A Confluence of Ideas
Seminars and Conferences

Seminar on Entrepreneurship Culture: Issues
andChallenges of Small and Intermediate
Entrepreneurs at Grassroots Level

The Humanistic Studies Group and the Centre for
Entrepreneurial Leadership, BITS, Pilani organised

a Mational Seminar on Entrepreneurship Culture:
Issues and Challenges of Small and Intermediate
Entrepreneurs at Grassroots Level during 2-4
September, 2005. Attended by about 85 delegates
the seminar stressed the need for institutes to equip
students with innovative and analytical skills and
also to lay emphasis on entrepreneurship in their
curriculum. Participants from various institutes like
MNABARD and SIDBI and the Ministry of Small Scale
Industries, Gowt. of India participated in the
conference.

Mational Conference on Energy Management in
Changing Business Scenario

The Centre for Renewable Energy and Environment
Development (CREED) organised a two day
national conference on Energy Management in
Changing Business Scenario (EMCBS-2005)
during 8-9 October, 2005 with a view to exchange
various ideas regarding planning, optimisation,
integration and management of conventional and
renewable energy technologies and discuss the
changing regimes in the management of energy.
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The conference was sponsored by Council of
Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR),
Department of Science and Technology (DS3T),
Indian Renewable Development Agency Ltd.
(IREDA), Ministry of Non Conventional Energy
Sources (MMES), New Delhi, Tata BP Solar,
Bangalore and Energy & Fuel Users Association of
India, (ENFUSE), Chennai.
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More than seventy delegates comprising
academicians, researchers, energy planners and
representatives from wvarious industries across the
nation presented their scholarly papers.

National Symposium on Recent Trends in
Physics

The Physics Group, BITS, Pilani, organised a two-
day National Symposium during 4-5 MNovember
2005 to mark the centennial of the publication of the
three classic papers on Special Relativity, Brownian
motion and Photoelectric effect by Albert Einstein.
Prof. L. K. Maheshwari inaugurated the symposium
and stressed the need for such conferences to
attract young people to undertake their studies in
basic sciences. Dr. Chandrasekhar, Director CEERI
delivered the key note address on VLSI Design, an
upcoming field in interdisciplinary studies.
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Afttracting an overwhelming response from an
enthusiastic audience comprising students and
faculty, Dr. H.C. Verma, Prof., lIT Kanpur and noted
Physicist conducted a lecture demonstration on
teaching Physics effectively through simple
experiments.

Workshops

Workshop on Professional Effectiveness

The Economics & Finance Group and the
Management Group jointly organised a two-day
programme on Professional Effectiveness during
20-21 August, 2005 for the benefit of various Heads
of schools in Pilani. Twenty nine participants,

including Principals, Vice Principals and Heads of
departments, attended the programme. With its
focus on creating an awareness among the
participants about the requisite skills that can help in
improving their professional effectiveness, the
programme covered a range of topics related to
today’s challenging educational environment.

Workshop on the Safety of Rural Roads

Aimed at emphasizing the importance of road user
education as well as of the proper legal assistance
for accident victims, the workshop was conducted in
collaboration with the International Forum for Rural
Transport and Development (IFRTD) on 12
September 2005.

Delegates from warious countries such as
Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia,
Mepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka participated in the
workshop. With Dr. PK. Nanda, Director, Central
Roads Research Institute (CRRI), New Delhi as the
chief guest, the workshop witnessed significant
contribution from Central Road and the Mational
Rural Road Development agency, New Delhi.

4th Asia Regional Meeting

The Annual Regional Meeting (ARM 2005) of the
International Ferum Group for Rural Transport and
Development (IFRTD) was organized and convened
by Prof. A. K. Sarkar during 13-15 September, 2005.
Representatives from Bangladesh, Cambodia,
China, India, Indonesia, Nepal, Pakistan and Sn
Lanka participated in the meeting.
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