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by Prof. L.K. Maheshwari, Vice-chancellor:
Prof. 8. Venkateswaran, former Vice-chancellor and
Professor Emeritus-cum-Advisor; Deputy Directors
and other officials of BITS, Pilani. In his hectic day-
long schedule at the Institute, Dr. Birla made it a point
to spend some time with the budding engineers and
scientists who had exhibited their month- long effort
through their innovative projects. He also met the
faculty members and students at a get together
organized in VFAST lawns.

ACADEMIA

A Confluence of Ideas

Seminars/ Conferences/ Workshops/
Training programs

Three-day International Conference on the
Interface of Chemistry and Biology in Biomedical
Research (22-24 Feb 2008)

The three day International Conference of ISCB
(Indian Society of Chemists and Biologists) on “The
Interface ~of Chemistry-Biology in Biomedical

interface and its potential for the innumerable possible
applications in the fields of biomedicine, healthcare,
drug development, marine sciences, etc. Inaugurated
by the eminent scientistand distinguished alumnus of
BITS, Pilani Prof. Goverdhan Mehta of [ISc,
Bangalore, the conference was convened by Dr. Dalip
Kumar, Group Leader, Chemistry Group and Dr. Anil
Kumar, faculty at the Chemistry Group . Prof. Mehta
delivered the Key note address on “Synergy between
Natural Products and Total Synthesis for Drug
Discovery”. Prof. L.K. Maheshwari, Vice-Chancellor
in his address focused on the theme “United we grow”
laying emphasis on the importance of inter-
disciplinary research and how BITS, Pilani had been
adopting this through its novel concept of dual
degrees. Dr. PM.S. Chauhan, General Secretary,
Indian Society of Chemists and Biologists (ISCB)
emphasized on how for the past three decades,
continuous research was being put in on bringing
interface between Science and Technology. In his
address, Prof. V.S. Rao, Director, BITS-Pilani,
Hyderabad Campus and Chairman of the
Conference, stated that the aim of this Conference
was to serve as a platform for fruitful discussions,
interactions and deliberations on the diverse aspects
of the interface of Chemistry and Biology.

Two-Day National Seminar on Photonic Polymers:
Materials, Devices and Applications (3-4 April
2008)

The Electrical and Electronics Engineering (EEE)
Group of Birla Institute of Technology & Science Pilani
conducted a two day national seminar on “Photonic
Polymers: Materials, Devices and Applications” with
the aim of bringing together researchers from various
national laboratories, institutes, universities and
colleges working in the area of polymer chemistry,
organic chemistry and photonics; and to discuss the
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