BITS gets research grant for

developing anti-HIV drug

Special Correspondent

JAIPUR: A research team of sci-
entists at the Hyderabad
campus of Pilani-based Birla
Institute of Technology and
Science (BITS) has received a
global research grant for de-
veloping an anti-human im-
munodeficiency virus (HIV)
drug for treatment of AIDS
ﬁmrmﬂm BITS is among four
universities around the world
selected for support by a tri-
lateral programme.

The Support Programme
for Scientific and Technologi-
cal Cooperation will provide
the grant as part of a trilateral
agreement among India, Bra-
zil and South Africa funded by
India’s Central Department
of Science and Technology.
The research team has been
working in the drug discovery
area for quite some time.
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A BITS release here on Sat-
urday said Prof. Sriram and
Prof. P. Yogeeswari of the
Hyderabad campus had con-
tributed to the drug design
and other cutting edge activ-
ities in the creation of the
“revolutionary anti-HIV
drug”, The project aims at co-
ordinating the expertise of
the three research groups in
drug design, synthesis, natu-
ral product-based design and
bio-chemistry to come up
with the anti-HIV drug,

The project was initiated
through an invitation by the
South African research team
which coordinated with Bra-
zilian scientists to apply for
possible funding,

The release quoted BITS
Vice-Chancellor B. N. Jain as
saying that researchon an an-
ti-HIV drug would help arrest
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ulty members have been rec-
ognised for their expertise
and knowledge through this
research grant. BITS is in-
volved in cutting edge re-
search and innovation both
independently and with in-
dustry support,” said Prof
Jain.

As part of the initiative, the
scientists at BITS are also si-
multaneously collaborating
in the fields of medicinal
chemistry and biochemistry
with the research groups of
the Federal University of Pa-
ra, Brazil, and University of
Kwa Zulu Natal, South Africa.
The research group will also
work closely towards a long-
term productive task extend-
ing beyond their three-year
grant period. The release said
that after the successful grant
application, the group aims at
demonstrating proof of the
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concept so as to attracl more
substantial funding based on
the results obtained by the
end of the term,.

AIDS has become a major
global epidemic since it was
first recognised as a disease in
the early 1980s. It has claimed
millions of lives, while about

40 million people are esti-

mated to be nz_._.mamw. infect-
ed with HIV virus, the
causative agent of AIDS.
BITS is an all-India institu-
tion declared a deemed uni-
versity under Section 3 of the
University Grants Commis-
sion Act, 1956, Apart from its
main campus at Pilani in
Jhunjhunu district of Rajas-
than, BITS has campuses in
Hyderabad, Goa and Dubai,
offering courses in various
disciplines of science, tech-
nology, pharmacy mua man-
agement.
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